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editorial
A new look for a new era 

BELIEVE it or not, it is now nearly 
16 years since the very first issue 
of Irish Pharmacist hit the press-

es. Since that time a lot has changed in 
the world of Irish pharmacy. 

The publication of the Pharmacy Act 
2007 and subsequent establishment of 
the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland 
both had a major impact on how phar-
macy was practised. Education has 
changed, costs have been cut, services 
have improved and what it means to 
be a pharmacist today is constantly 
evolving.

During this period Irish Pharma-
cist has endeavoured to reflect these 
changes by bringing pharmacists the 
latest news and analyses from the sec-
tor and trying to address the concerns 
of pharmacists. 

Since taking the editor’s seat here 
at Irish Pharmacist a little over three 
years ago, I have been extremely 
lucky to have witnessed some exciting 
changes at the publication including 
the creation and subsequent develop-
ment of our monthly CPD pullout in 
conjunction with the esteemed Irish 
Pharmacist CPD editorial board which 
included Dr Martin Henman, TCD; Prof 
Julia Kennedy, UCC; Dr Aisling O’Leary, 
RCSI; Margaret McCahill, senior phar-

macist, Bon Secours Hospital, Dublin 
and Nicola Cantwell, Community and 
Veterinary pharmacist. 

Last April, in response to requests 
from our readers, we brought phar-
macists a new educational offering 
with the launch of PharmacistCPD.ie, a 
free website where pharmacists could 
update their clinical knowledge with 
modules written by pharmacists for 
pharmacists.

This year we hope to improve our 
offering even further and from this 
month we are delighted to bring you 
the newly redesigned Irish Pharmacist. 
The newspaper will still feature all the 
latest news, comment and analysis 
that our readers have come to know 
and trust, but has a new easier-to-
follow layout and design. Over the 
months ahead we hope to improve 
the publication even further and we 
would welcome comments from you, 
our readers, about what we can do to 
make Irish Pharmacist better for you.

We look forward to hearing from 
you,

Mary Corcoran
mary@greenx.ie

letter to the editor
Reason better than knee jerk response

Thanks to Terry Maguire for his col-
ourful response (Irish Pharmacist 
February 2014) to our national 

pharmacy survey on contraceptive / 
abortifacient dispensing patterns mailed 
in December. Its so easy to throw about 
emotive labels like fundamentalism, 
militancy, extreme and totalitarian in 
knee jerk response when someone with 
a different view raises a matter for open 
discussion.

The reality is that our organisation Hu-
man Life International (Ireland), whose 
mission is indeed to promote life, faith 
and family according to the teaching of 
the Catholic Church is constantly asked 
do we know of any pharmacies that 
do not dispense abortifacients. People 
would travel long distances to patron 
such pharmacies. We were asked so many 
times that eventually we decided to cre-
ate the survey which every pharmacy re-
ceived. Responses have been heartening.

I myself practiced as a pharmacist for 
seven years before coming to an increas-
ing realisation of implications of the loss 
of human life by my hand through the 
dispensing of abortifacients. I held that if 
a woman conceived and presented in my 
pharmacy, I had two patients to consider 
not one. I found that if I truly believed hu-
man life was sacred and made in the im-
age and likeness of God, there were un-

comfortable realities I simply had to face, 
realities that transcended mere profes-
sional ethics. I was forced to consider the 
idea we are morally accountable for how 
we treat our fellow human beings along 
the road of life. If every one of us has a 
right to life from the moment of concep-
tion, aren’t we surely thus obliged to care 
for others in the same situation? Isn’t this 
not the truly professional response? Phar-
macists are thrust into the frontline of a 
moral quagmire that university clinical 
training does not equip us to deal with.

Further clinical and ethical considera-
tions are at www.positivepharmacy.org, 
which incidentally is attracting interna-
tional attention. This is a big issue for 
pharmacists way beyond our Irish shores.

Would Terry call Muslim pharmacists 
exercising religious conviction in declin-
ing to dispense abortifacients extreme 
or totalitarian? Why the cheap smear of 
those with a different viewpoint with 
the despicable behaviour of a number of 
clerics. Would he do the same with Mus-
lim colleagues?

Perhaps the Pharmaceutical Society 
would host an open debate for some 
more reasoned discussion?

Patrick McCrystal (BSc Pharmacy)
Executive Director, Human Life 
International (Ireland)

Mary Corcoran
Please send your letters to:  

The Editor, Irish Pharmacist, GreenCross Publishing  Ltd., 
7 Upper Leeson Street, Dublin 4 or email mary@greenx.ie

Irish Pharmacist is published by 
GreenCross Publishing Ltd., 
7 Upper Leeson Street
Dublin 4. 
Tel: 01 4410024 
maura@greenx.ie
www.greencrosspublishing.ie

GreenCross Publishing was 
founded in 2007 and is jointly 
owned by Graham Cooke and 
Maura Henderson. Between 
them Graham and Maura 
have over 30 years experience 

working in healthcare publishing. Their stated aim is to 
publish titles which are incisive, vibrant and pertinent to 
their readership. 

EDITOR:  
Mary Corcoran

DESIGN:  
Barbara Vasic

PUBLISHERS:  
Graham Cooke 
Maura Henderson

CONTRIBUTORS:  
Dr Des Corrigan, Gary Finnegan, 
David Jordan, Fintan Moore, 
Terry Maguire

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 
mary@greenx.ie

ADVERTISING: 
Graham Cooke  
graham@greenx.ie 
087 2222221

© Copyright GreenCross Publishing Ltd. 2014
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored 
in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by 
any means – electronic, mechanical or photocopy 
recording or otherwise – whole or in part, in any form 
whatsoever for advertising or promotional purposes 
without the prior written permission of the publishers.

Irish Pharmacist endeavours to ensure accuracy of 
information given and of claims made in articles and 
advertisements. Nevertheless, no responsibility is 
accepted in respect of such information or claims. 
Any opinions expressed by contributors are entirely 
their own and do not purport to be the views of Irish 
Pharmacist.

Keep up to date with all the latest news 
from Irish Pharmacist 

Follow our tweets at @irishpharmacist 

To read the digital edition of Irish Pharma-
cist log on to  
www.greencrosspublishing.ie 

Scan our handy 
QR code with your 
smart phone and 
jump straight to 
our website.


